
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

COUNTY OF NEWPORT

The Board of Canvassers of the Town of Tiverton, County and State

aforesaid held a Meeting at the Tiverton Town Hall, 343 Highland

Road on Thursday November 07, 2013 4:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Chair Bobby J Harris-present			    Vice Chair DeEtta Moran-present

Member Paul Amaral-present			    Clerk Lori Roy 

Alternate Jeannie Veegh-present		     

Town Clerk-Nancy Mello	      					

			    			

Paul Amaral was given the oath of office by Nancy Mello

Chairman Bobby Harris called the meeting to order at approximately

4:00 p.m.

1.	Approval of Minutes

•	October 08, 2013: A motion was made by Ms. Moran, seconded by

Mr. Harris to approve the minutes as submitted.  Paul Amaral and

Jeannie Veegh abstained not in attendance. 2-0-2. The motion

passed.

•	October 15, 2013: A motion was made by Ms. Moran, seconded by

Ms. Veegh to approve the minutes as submitted   Paul Amaral



abstained not in attendance.  3-0-1 The motion passed.

     

2.	Financial Town Referendum (FTR) process review, possible

resolutions to problem areas, and future charter changes

Nancy Mello suggested that the Board of Canvassers compile a list of

conflicts and solutions and then meet with the originators of the FTR

Nancy Driggs and Jeff Carron to go over options for future FTR’s.  

Bobby Harris requested that we look into changing the FTR to

Saturdays which would require a charter change, but using the high

school would accommodate all the voters who would participate in

voting at the FTR.  

Nancy Mello was concerned that because there will always be a

possibility of several petitions, which potentially can create a runoff;

and the deadlines on posting, advertising and timelines for polling

locations are effected this creates the need for additional polling

locations.

3.	Review process to verify residency.

 A question has been raised regarding a Town Board and Committee

member Jon Cottrell who is registered to vote in the Town of

Tiverton.  Several people have come forward to state that Mr. Cottrell

lives in another town and therefore cannot be appointed to any



boards or committees per Council policy and Charter requirements.

Tiverton Charter section 1011 General Qualifications:

Members of Boards, Committees or Commissions must be electors of

the Town of Tiverton.  No members of Boards or Commissions as

listed in this Charter shall be elected officials or employees of the

Town of Tiverton, RI except as provided in Section 1213.

Copies were passed out to the BOC regarding the rules of residency

in our general laws.

GL Title 17 chapter 1-3.1 Residents for voting purposes

After review of the law DeEtta Moran states that if Mr. Cottrell has

provided the address of 35 Main Rd as his place of residency, and

there is a place of residency located at that address along with the

DMV confirming this as Mr. Cottrell’s address, short of asking for a

tax return it is out of the BOC’s hands because the laws are clear and

the requirements are being met.  

Nancy checked with Town Solicitor Andrew Teitz who stated that the

only other option would be to send a certified letter to Mr. Cottrell

asking for verification of residency or to send the Town’s Assessor to

the property in order to confirm and clarify that this property is of

mixed use with a residency. 

Bobby Harris believes that in order to have covered the entire basis

that the BOC should follow the advice of the Town Solicitor. 

 DeEtta Moran motioned, seconded by Paul Amaral to send letter

asking for verification.  Agreed upon unanimous



Board Member Items.

DeEtta Moran wanted to address a phone call that she received

regarding a voter that is deceased but still on the registry.  She

questioned what the procedure was to insure that someone does not

use the deceased person’s name to register and how can we get them

removed from the list.

Lori Roy confirmed that the process of checking for identification at

the polls resolves that possibility and that the only way to remove

that person from the list is to be provided with a death certificate or

undeliverable mail at which point the BOC will place the voter as

inactive.  After two general elections they will be removed from the

voter list.

DeEtta Moran had asked that a  BOC card be issued for our new

member Paul Amaral also for those of the Board members where the

card is out dated it be renewed through the Police Department.  Lori

Roy said she would call to see the available dates.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, DeEtta made a motion to adjourn,

Seconded by Bobby Harris

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.   Next meeting was set for



Thursday, December 12th at 4pm.

Bobby Harris Chair________ ___________________

DeEtta Moran Vice- Chair____________ _________ Alternate Jeannie

Veegh_____________________

Paul Amaral   _________________________     

					

A True Copy.

ATTEST: ___________________________________________Nancy L.

Mello Town Clerk


